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Planting the wrong crop on this land caused soil 
erosion and is likely to produce poor yields. 
These Practices Cause Soil Erosion 
I. Planting crops up and down hill. 
2. Burning of crop residue, such as small grain 
stubble, corn stalks and grass. 
3. Plowing land that was too steep to cultivate 
safely. 
4. Overgrazing or pasturing too many cattle 
on the number of acres in the pasture or 
range. 
5. Leaving the ground bare of a growing crop 
or crop residue and exposed to the forces of 
wind and water. 
6. Allowing water to gather in small ditches. 
Small ditches soon become large gullies. 
Conservation Education Publications 
The following circulars form the conser-
valion education series. 
EC 63-139 What Couses Soil Erosion? 
EC 63-140 Kinds of Erosion 
EC 63-141 What Causes Gullies? 
EC 63-142 Can Gullies Be Controlled? 
EC 63-143 What Is a Terrace? 
EC 63-114 Wbat Is a Grassed Waterway? 
EC 63-145 What Is Wind Strip Cropping? 
EC 63-146 How Should Farm Ponds Be 
Managed? 
EC 63-147 Conservation Practices in East-
ern Nebraska 
EC 63-148 Conservation Practices in West-
ern Nebraska 
EC 63-149 Conservation Practices in the 
Sandhilis 
EC 63-150 Shelterbelts? 
EC 63-151 Who Helps ebraskans With 
Soil and \Vater Conservation? 
EC 63-152 Grass in Soil and Water Con-
servation 
EC 63-153 Stubble Mulch 
EC 63-154 Conservation Rotalion 
EC 63-155 Bench Leveling 
What Causes Soil Erosion? 
By Harold H . Gilman 
Planting crops up and down hill. Water runs too 
fast downhill, washing soil with it. 
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Burning of cornstalks, smaJI grain 
stubble and grass. This practice leaves 
the soil bare and tmprotected against 
the beating of rain and the force of 
wind. 
Plowing land too steep to cultivate safely. Soil washes away 
easily. This land should be left in grass. 
Pasturing too many cattle. There is not 
l"UDS o(f. 
( 
Bare soil washes and blows away easily. Soil should be 
CO\'ered at all times with either a growing crop or with 
leaves and stems after hanest. 
